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THE DECADENCE OF FRANCE. 

BY MRS. BELLAMY STORER. 



" Thou hast forsaken Me. Thou hast gone backward.'' — Je. : 15, 6. 

The Constitution of the Republic of the United States rests 
firmly upon two pillars: Eeligion and Justice. It declares the ex- 
istence of God and Law, and our whole Government is based 
upon it Balzac said, many years ago, " Eeligion and Justice, 
those great pillars, without tvhich no social order can be upheld, 
have grown weaker in France during our nineteenth century — 
which boasts so loudly of its ' progress ' in every direction." 

Since Balzac's time much water has run under the bridges of 
the Seine. The boasts have grown louder, the pillars weaker. 
I shall begin by describing what are to replace " Religion " and 
" Justice " in the radical socialist government. Religion is sup- 
planted by the cult of the " Deesse de la liaison " and Justice 
gives place to a socialism which tends toward anarchy. 

The history of the " neutral " school dates from the establish- 
ment of the Teaching Power, " La ligue de I'enseignement." 
The beginning of this great " reform " wore a liberal and con- 
ciliatory aspect. Men like Jules Perry and Paul Bert were care- 
ful to assure the public that the movement was not directed 
against any religious belief whatever. 

The " Ligue " has its humble origin even before 1870. It was 
founded by an Alsatian schoolmaster, Jean Mace, stimulated by 
the false but quickly adopted cry, " It was the German school- 
master who won the battle of Sadowa." This phrase electrified 
France. For ten years and more, books, pamphlets, speeches in the 
Chambre and newspaper articles shrieked aloud, " It was the 
German schoolmaster who won the battle of Sadowa!" All 
this emotion crystallized itself into a popular conviction, that 
Prance could only rise from the ashes of a disastrous war by the 
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multiplication of her public schools and by a new system of 
instruction. 

The enterprise was patriotic in the beginning, and a recently 
conquered people took it up with ardor. How it was twisted and 
corrupted is subsequent history. " The Ligue de 1'Enseignement " 
looms large to-day as the most deadly engine ever directed against 
Eeligion and one of the most hostile to all idea of real patriotism. 
Already in 1881, after the annual congress of the League, the 
declaration was made that "neutrality" must dominate both in 
politics and religion. From that moment the League entered 
into open war against Christianity. It made petitions to Senators 
and Deputies, it stirred up the country; it had a definite influence 
in the framing of those laws which introduced atheism into the 
schools. 

Freemasonry joined it and became the most active power in 
France against religion. Nowhere else in the world is there such 
an organization as this " Francmagonnerie." The name misleads. 
The Grand Orient of France on September 1st, 1877, scratched 
from its constitution the ancient formula, " To the glory of the 
Great Architect of the Universe." Having banished God from 
their own society, the French " Francmagonnerie " resolved to 
banish the idea of God from private life and from the hearts of 
the people of France. 

This is no question of politics. It is a question of religion. The 
Francmagonnerie and the Ligue de 1'Enseignement go hand in 
hand. 

They have seized upon the children of France; they have 
established the "neutral" school; their task is cut out and lies 
before them. It is the vivisection of the child's soul ! In the 
first place, the name of " God " must be banished — he must not 
see or hear it. The child must be taught to worship Beason. If 
Religion is mentioned at all, it must be made to appear foolish, 
cruel and merciless ; Reason alone is wise, humane and gentle ! 

Since 1906 old school-books have been revised. Every allusion 
to God has been obliterated. The child's mind must be free. 
When he grows older this open soil shall be sown with atheist seed. 
I say " atheist " because the teaching in the French " neutral " 
school is a teaching of active and aggressive atheism ! To prove 
this, I have only to quote from the school-books themselves. The 
scope of this article does not admit of reference to more than a 
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few of them. I shall choose two books which have been in use 
for many years in the public schools of France : a grammar and 
a book called " The Tour of France by Two Children," written 
by G. Bruno, Laureate of the Academie Frangaise. I shall 
compare the earlier editions with the revised or " neutral " editions 
at present obligatory. The grammar is by Larive and Fleury (the 
second year). It is for children from eleven to fourteen years 
old. I find on the seventh page : 



" IV. A proposition. 

" God is great. 

" In God is great, God is the 
subject; is the verb; and great the 
attribute." 



KEVISED EDITIONS (SINCE 1902). 

"IV. A proposition. 

" Paris is great. 

" In Paris is great, Paris is the 
subject; is the verb; and great the 
attribute." 



on page 9. 

1 Attribute with complement or 
complex attribute. 

' God is merciful to sinners." 



"Attribute with complement or 

complex attribute. 
" This plain is fertile with 
wheat." 



Other changes meet one on almost every page. I quote a few more 
at random : 

page 23. 



" Happy are those who, having 
lived good lives, die in the Lord. 
Their good works follow them." 



REVISED. 

" Kind hearts are pleased in do- 
ing good works." 

page 54. 



" Why fear death if we have lived 
so good a life as not to dread the 
hereafter." 



REVISED. 

" Rome is a magnificent city. 
We admire its monuments." 



PAGE 80. 



" Sailors in danger of drowning 
remember their God, to whom they 
offer up the most fervent prayers/' 



REVISED. 

"Pupils should be grateful to 
their teachers, to whom they owe 
all their knowledge." 

In another place I find " Abel was killed by Cain " changed 
into " Vercingetorix was conquered by Caesar " ! 

Suffice it to say that wherever there is an allusion made to 
God, to prayer or to religion, and even where sentences from the 
Old Testament are quoted simply as history, the revising hand 
has effaced them all. Thus does the French child (even while 
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studying the grammar of his language) find the " Ligue de I'En- 
seignement " teaching him irreligion. 

I come to the second school-book, from which 1 wish to quote 
more fully. " The Tour of France by Two Children " was pub- 
lished soon after the Franco-Prussian war and has reached its 
351st edition. The author says in the preface : " An acquaint- 
ance with one's own country is the foundation of all civic in- 
struction. This story places before the child's eyes duties to be 
done and examples to be followed, for our two young heroes 
not travel through France as simple pedestrians; they have seri- 
ous duties to fulfil and risks to run. In following them along 
their road, our school-children are initiated little by little into 
practical life and gain moral as well as civic instruction." 

In the revised editions of this book (published since 1904) 
information as to industrial and commercial economy and sciences 
remains unchanged. As to "moral instruction" (which used to 
mean something that admitted the existence of a Deity), I will 
point out some of the phrases which have been suppressed since 
five years ago. The story begins by the departure from Phals- 
bourg, in Lorraine, of two brothers whose father has just died. 
He told them to go to France and seek an uncle living in Mar- 
seilles. This happens in 1871, a few months after the close of the 
Franco-Prussian war. 

The two boys, Andre' aged fourteen and Julien seven, set 
forth upon their journey. Their clothes are in two bundles tied 
to sticks and carried over their shoulders. The boys arrive late 
on the first night at the house of an old friend of their father, 
Etienne, a maker of wooden shoes, who lives in a forest. The 
elder brother says, "Don't be afraid, my little Julien." 

EDITIONS BEFORE 1905. 

" ' Oh, I am not afraid, Audrey 
said Julien. ' We are doing our 
duty. The Lord will help us.' " 



REVISED. 
" ' Oh, I am not afraid, Audrey 
said Julien. ' We are doing our 
duty.' " 



When they knock at the door of the shoemaker, Andri says, 
" Let us pray to God that we may be welcome." 

EDITIONS BEFORE 1905. 

" And the two children knocking 
timidly murmured in their hearts, 
' Our Father who art in heaven, 
give us this day our daily bread.' " 



REVISED. 

" ' We should not hesitate to ask 
a service of him.' And the two 
children knocked timidly at the 
door." 
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The children are received most kindly. They announce their 
father's death. The following account is given of his last mo- 
ments: 



EDITIONS BEFORE 1905. 

" ' Love one another, my poor 
children, who shall henceforth be 
left alone! Live united to one an- 
other, under the eye of God as you 
stand before me now, hand in 
hand.' . . . Then his eyes turned to 
the open window through which he 
could see the deep blue sky: his 
dying gaze lighted up with a pure 
flame: he seemed now to wish to 
think of God alone. His soul lifted 
itself up to Him in one last prayer 
confiding to His supreme protection 
the two orphans who knelt beside 
his bed." 



REVISED. 

" ' Love one another, my poor 
children, who shall henceforth be 
left alone! Live united to one an- 
other, as you stand before me now, 
hand in hand.' . . . Then his eyes 
turned toward the open window 
through which he could see the 
deep blue sky. He seemed to be 
seeking with his gaze that distant 
frontier of his dear native land 
where he would never go, but where 
his sons, without protection hence- 
forth, had promised that they would 
go." 



Except for the horror of it, this would seem almost like a 
farce. The French Government will not allow a child in their 
"neutral" schools to read about a father on earth who believes 
in his Father in Heaven! The Teaching Power substitutes the 
death-bed of an atheist father, who dies without one thought of 
God! 

Later on we find the children at nightfall under a big pine tree. 
The little boy is very tired. 



EDITIONS BEFORE 1905. 

" He passed his arm about his 
brother's neck, and his eyes were 
on the point of closing when a 
thought came to him. 'Andre,' he 
said, ' as I am going to sleep I must 
say my evening prayer.' ' Yes, dear 
Julien, we will say it together.' 
And the two orphans, lost amidst 
the solitude of the mountain, raised 
their young hearts to heaven in 
the same prayer." 



REVISED. 

" He passed his arm about his 
brother's neck; his tired eyes closed 
and soon he was asleep. His lit- 
tle head rested upon Andre's shoul- 
der, who protected the child against 
the chilly night air and listened to 
his quiet breathing. This scarcely 
perceptible sound alone broke the 
silence which enveloped them, in 
the great solitude of the mountain, 
in which they were lost." 



The French " neutral " child must not pray ! That night, when 
the moon has risen, the two children reach the French frontier. 
Julien leaps with joy. 
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EDITIONS BEFORE 1905. 

"'How good God is!' he cried. 
' And how beautiful is the moun- 
tain, now that it is lighted by the 
silvery rays of the moon.' . . . They 
lifted up their souls to heaven, and 
thanking God they murmured : ' Be- 
loved France, we are thy sons, and 
we wish through our whole lives to 
be worthy of thee!' " 



REVISED. 

"'How beautiful is the moun- 
tain, now that it is lighted by the 
silvery rays of the moon.' . . . 
With their hearts stirred at the 
thought that they were at last upon 
the soil of France, that their fath- 
ers wish was accomplished, that 
they had conquered by their own 
courage and perseverance the right 
to be called French, they joyfully 
embraced ene another, crying, ' Be- 
loved France! we are thy sons, and 
we wish through our whole lives to 
bu worthy of thee!'" 

Alas ! poor children ! There is no God in the French " neutral " 
schools ! You must not thank a non-existent myth. The flower 
of faith shall not grow in the hotbed of atheism and anarchy ! 

The book then goes on, describing all the places through which 
the two children go, giving varied information as to the history, 
industries, etc., of the cities and provinces through which they 
pass. Of course the Teaching Power has carefully pruned even 
this array of "facts/' that the children's eyes may continue to 
be blind to the existence of a Deity or of anything connected with 
Ilim. The whole book is most ingeniously expurgated. We find, 
when the boys approach Lyons : 

EDITIONS BEFORE 1905. 



REVISED. 

" Before them rose the high hills, 
crowned by the seventeen forts of 
Lyons." 



" Before them rose the high hills, 
crowned by seventeen forts, and by 
the Church of Fourvieres, which 
dominates the great city." 

The " church of Fourvieres " no longer exists (and yet I saw 
it myself last year, the most conspicuous point in the landscape ! ) . 
Further on, however, we find something almost incredible in its 
stupidity, for usually the "neutral" authorities are not stupid. 
The child must not only be prevented from reading about the 
church of Fourvieres, he must not even look at the picture of 
a church ! 

In the revised edition, on page 265, a map of Champagne takes 
the place of the illustration in the former editions : the Cathedral 
of Kheims. There follows from this the suppression of an al- 
lusion to Joan of Arc and the coronation of Charles VII. 
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In another place the old edition says, "Auch has a beautiful 
cathedral"; the revised says, "Audi has a thriving trade in 
wines I" 

The " suppression " of men who worship God follows naturally 
upon the obliteration of places where God is worshipped. 

The older editions, in speaking of the men of Burgundy, " re- 
nowned for their talent and for their great souls," mention first 
Saint Bernard, with an illustration representing the saint preach- 
ing the second crusade in 1146. There follows a portrait of 
Bossuet with a short biography. The " revision " cuts off Saint 
Bernard and Bossuet, putting a map of Burgundy in the place 
of the former illustrations and mentions only Vauban, Monge and 
Buffon, who are also spoken of in the previous editions. The 
men with " great souls " are gone ! 

I will finish what I have to say about this book by mentioning 
that in a notice of the great surgeon, Ambroise Pare (born near 
Laval about 1517, died in Paris, 1590), the earlier copies speak 
of a phrase of his which has kept his memory green even more 
than the fact that he was physician to Henri II, Francois II, 
Charles IX and Henri III. " One day he was congratulated upon 
the marvellous recovery of a patient. He made this simple an- 
swer, 'I dressed his wound: God cured him.' David d' Angers 
has engraved these words on the pedestal of the statue of Ambroise 
Pare." The revised edition has only, " The town of Laval has 
erected to him a statue in bronze by David d' Angers." 

I must mention, before concluding this part of my subject, that 
a "neutral" edition of "Bobinson Crusoe" has just been pub- 
lished by Flammarion. When I first heard of it I was incredulous, 
for I could hardly imagine how the adventures of Robinson 
Crusoe could be a book dangerous to the unfaith of a child, and 
that he must be shielded from harm by an expurgated edition. I 
find, upon examination, that the objectionable passages occur in 
the chapter where Robinson has a fever and calls upon heaven to 
help him, " Lord, help me, for my need is great !" He remem- 
bers that he has some tobacco in a trunk. He gets up and " doubt- 
less guided by heaven," he finds in the trunk a Bible as well as 
the tobacco. He opens the Bible. His eyes fall upon these words, 
" Call upon Me in the day of thine affliction, and I shall deliver 
thee and thou shalt glorify Me." And the fever leaves him. In 
the revised edition ail mention of the Bible is omitted and every- 
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thing connected with it. The tobacco cures Robinson of his 
fever! Later on, in speaking of the education of the man 
"Friday," "teaching him to know the true God," is of course 
left out, for Robinson has no Bible and there is no God ! French 
free-thought finds Daniel Defoe too orthodox and expurgates him ! 
I wish now to give some idea of the attitude of prominent 
political leaders and teachers in France with regard to Religion 
and Justice, that the reader may see clearly for himself the 
union of the two great powers, " La Francmaconnerie " and " La 
Ligue de I'Enseignement," and how the " neutral school " is the 
offspring of both. I shall limit myself to a few quotations from 
the writings and speeches of Viviani, Jaures and Clemenceau, and 
to extracts from a very well-known book, " La morale, par Jules 
Payot, Agrege de Philosophie et Docteur es Lettres." 
" Out of their own mouths shall they be condemned." 
On November 8th, 1906, Monsieur Viviani, the Minister of 
Labor, made a speech which was ordered by the Chamber of 
Deputies, in which it was delivered, to be printed and distributed 
through the 36,000 Communes of France. Space does not per- 
mit me to transcribe the whole speech; one quotation will, how- 
ever, suffice: 

" The French Revolution let loose all the audacity of men's minds 
and the ambition of their hearts. But this was not enough. The Revolu- 
tion of 1848 gave men the suffrage and raised the working-man, bent 
by his task, and made the humblest and political equal of those in 
power. But this was not enough. The Third Republic summoned 
round her the children of the peasant and the working-man, and into 
their obscure minds, their unenlightened intelligences, she poured little 
by little the revolutionary germ of education. But this was not enough. 
With one consent with our fathers, our elders and our fellows, we have 
bound ourselves throughout the past to a work of anti-clericalism and 
irreligion. We have torn the minds of men from religious faith. The 
wretched workman, who, weary with the weight of his day's work, once 
bent his knee, we now have raised up. We have told him that behind 
the clouds were only chimeras. Together, and with a majestic gesture, 
we have put out in the heavens the lights that will never be lit again." 

Monsieur Jaures expresses himself as follows: 

" The idea that must be safeguarded before everything is that there 
is no sacred truth; the idea that no power, no dogma, must limit the 
perpetual effort, the perpetual aspiration of the human race, humanity 
resembling a great commission of inquiry ( ! ) with unlimited power ; 
the idea that all truth which does not come from us is a lie; the idea 



176 TE ® NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

that whilst we adhere faithfully to this truth the critical spirit must 
be ever awake and watchful. ... If God Himself arose before the 
people in a palpable form, the first duty of man would be to refuse 
Him obedience, and to consider Him the equal of whoever holds Him 
in debate, not as the Master to whom he must submit." 

He concludes his speech with the words, " In this consists the 
beauty of our neutral teaching !" 

Monsieur Clemenceau is not a socialist, but is a convinced 
atheist. He revolts against the idea of a God. He substitutes 
man for the Deity. He says in his book, " Le grand Pan " : 

" Let us respond to the hard blows of fate with renewed effort; and 
having no need of the lying promises of religion, we will go into the 
Great Repose with resignation, content to have lived and proud of 
having at least attempted the sublime scaling of the heavens — ' La 
sublime escalade des deuce.' " 

Monsieur Clemenceau glorifies the "Titanesque atom" (man), 
who is destined to become the true God ! We agree with Chester- 
ton that the proper abiding-place of the man who believes only 
in himself is the lunatic asylum! "The fool hath said in his 
hea, ■'., There is no God." And these dangerous " fools " possess 
France politically to-day. 

What is the good of talking about a religious majority in 
France, as people do, if that majority will not unite, sinking its 
petty political differences, at the next elections ? Alas ! one sees, 
when one lives in France, a fashionable class (the "smart set") 
given over to riotous living, "On joue la comedie!" One sees 
a multitude of well-meaning, almost indifferent optimists : " cela 
s'arrangera!" And one sees many good people who protest in 
words against all this iniquity. Judet, one of the most brilliant 
of French journalists, cries out in the "Eclair": 

" In 1909, as we look back upon the ravages which have been com- 
mitted by the unbridled dictatorship of Radicalism let loose in all the 
Government services, we can measure all the ground that we have lost 
since July 14th, 1898. He evil is so deep-seated that remedy can 
no longer be awaited from a mere return to the men whose fall was the 
signal for all these demagogic eccentricities. Whatever constitutional 
changes may be deemed imperative in order to establish the equilibrium 
of the country, our first concern, our first duty, is to expel from Parlia- 
ment that Radicalism which has been able to govern only by giving 
hostages to Collectivism and by lowering France in the eyes of the 
world to such a degree that if the process were continued the day 
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would inevitably arrive when she would be overwhelmed in a European 
cataclysm. 

" If the next elections have any object or significance they must serve 
to complete the Radical defeat. Twelve years of a regime of this kind 
are enough to make one sick. Let Radicalism be abolished forever as it 
already is forever despised and discredited." 

What will be done, remains to be seen ! 

I have said that I shall quote from "La Morale," by Jules 
Payot. This book stands higher than any other book of its kind 
in the estimation of the " Ligue de I'Enseignement." I have 
heard it described as " a most beautiful book," " expressing the 
highest thought of modern France." 

On the title-page Monsieur Payot says : " This work is written 
for the teachers of primary and secondary schools ; for the normal 
schools which educate teachers, male and female; for students 
and for fathers of families." This, then, is the fountain-head 
of " neutral " education ! 

"La Morale" is dedicated to Monsieur Leon Bourgeois, 
" I'apotre de la solidarite." Here are a few choice samples of 
his teaching. He begins by glorifying the Deesse de la Baisoni 
" The eternal laws of Eeason are the conditions of our liberty. 
To be free is to submit oneself solely to the eternal laws of Rea- 
son, but we must also obey with docility her laws. To obey 
Reason, to obey her only — that means Liberty." 

" To act well is to decide that the base of all things is Eeason." 
To act ill is to decide the contrary. "Let us choose then the 
only probable belief : the only one that has Eeason in its favor — 
viz., the belief in the reasonable action of Unknown Impersonal 
Force." As to a belief in God the Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth, M. Payot says: "We have ample proof 
that the Unknowable cares very little about us, and if we want 
more justice we must work ourselves to make it more complete." 
" The belief in a God who punishes the wicked has lulled to 
sleep the social conscience, and has contributed to make good 
men pusillanimous and apt to give a free rein to vice. What 
matter, since the exemplary punishment shall come. But alas! 
God does nothing except through us. He is always ' en voyage ' 
when we ourselves are absent." 

" To our reasonable conception of a fixed and eternal Universe 
is opposed the doctrine of creation made out of a chaos — which is 
vol. cxci. — no. 651. 12 
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contradicted by all scientific discoveries without exception, and 
which even would make one come to deny Eeason itself. In ad- 
mitting an arbitrary force as the source of all energy, one intro- 
duces an absurdity into the world which would lead us to consider 
Reason herself as a mere accident I" " This strange and absurd 
doctrine came from the Orient. The Orientals have never im- 
agined an authority which submits to its own laws. Authority 
with them has always meant despotism. It is incarnated in an 
all-powerful man, who has power over the life and death of his 
subjects; a potentate placed in so lofty a situation cannot de- 
velop himself. Like a spoiled child, whose caprices everybody 
tries to indulge, he cannot learn the necessary lessons of reality. 
He lives in the unreal and the false; his mind can only be an 
incoherent mixture of truth and folly. He ' commands all save 
himself/ for such a man can scarcely possess the sentiment of 
justice. His subjects have no chance to avoid his capricious anger 
save by adroitness, servility, supplications and gifts; the dignity 
of a free man seems bravado to a despot. This personification of 
authority appears in the idea which the Jews made for themselves 
of a God. 

"That such a conception was destructive of divine majesty 
and even of Eeason herself the ignorant Christian multitudes 
cannot discern. Thus, in spite of an enlightened minority of 
scientific minds, we still see a whole mass of duller human in- 
telligences admitting the supernatural, believing in miracles, and 
maintaining the efficacy of prayer as the means by which they may 
bribe and corrupt their Deity ! The choice between these two con- 
ceptions of God divides humanity most widely to-day. On one 
side we find the philosophic, the scientific and persons of a lofty 
religious turn of mind; on the other side we find only the super- 
stitious." 

Monsieur Payot goes on to say that tolerance belongs to the 
first class of " minds " and persecution and cruelty to the second ! 
To show his own "tolerance," he speaks of religious worship 
as follows : " It is in the church or the temple or the synagogue 
that unhappy persons may find for their own weakness some 
fraternal help. . . . Worship and prayer in common give to the 
faithful an expansion of joy, faith and contentment. The spoken 
word ; the example ; impressive ceremonies ; music and song multi- 
ply the sensibilities, and a kind of ' contagion ' of emotions is 
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produced which is a stimulant for the mind. Now we are only 
beginning to organize our great anniversaries, our great human 
festivals." 

I pause here a moment to mention that the "Lanterne" 
(mouthpiece of the Radicals) said on Easter Sunday in April, 
1908: 

" Without waiting until the inevitable extinction of the Christian 
faith, why should we not at once begin to celebrate as great national 
and human festivals the rebirth of the sun after the 21st of December 
and the dawn of spring in the month of April, rather than appear 
to accommodate ourselves to superstitions which so many of us here in 
Prance despise and detest? The duty which grows more and more 
imperative upon us is to organize glorious popular demonstrations in 
honor of the great events of the solar year: true festivals of the human 
race, affirming the Love of Life." 

Behold ! their Deesse de la Baison shall be once more enthroned ! 
Monsieur Payot continues with regard to religion, and its effect 
upon the human mind, as follows: 

"Those persons who are weak of will; passionate and feeble, 
incoherent, anxious and sick souls (and there is a multitude of 
such) may find in religious belief, interpreted by a man who 
in their eyes is qualified to do it, a support, a certainty, a sense 
of security which eases their minds. In tbeir wretched impotence 
to govern themselves, this outside help is a panacea which does 
not cure them, but which calms them, like a beneficent dose of 
opium." It is revolting to copy such words with which Monsieur 
Payot whistles down the wind all religion whatsoever, but I must 
give a clear idea of " La Morale " as it is taught in the neutral 
schools. 

As to his before-mentioned comments on "Season," Monsieur 
Payot remarks : " This Truth can be comprehended by a child " 
and adds: "It has seemed to us best to write first the hook for 
teachers. I meditate over every problem with the teacher; arm 
him against protests; make him understand the living thought 
to-day of the freest and most loftily human modern minds with 
regard to this subject. This has been my aim !" 

Monsieur Payot continues, on the subject of individual opin- 
ions, with regard to religion: "To-day we confess our absolute 
ignorance concerning any life of the soul after death." " Critics 
of the Scriptures ; patient, well equipped, free to attack the sacred 



180 THE WORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

books of religion, have discovered that they could not have been 
written by a being supremely good or intelligent. They date from 
an epoch of ignorance and of feeble intellectual and moral de- 
velopment." 

Speaking of the child, Monsieur Payot says: "We believe to- 
day that we owe to him a teaching that shall set him free, and 
that no person whatsoever has a right to influence his mind or 
his conscience in any way." " Each person is free to imagine 
for himself any survival he may hope for: but no one, in the 
name of such a hope, has any longer the right to impose his 
own fears or hopes upon any other human being." " We cannot 
impose as a truth what we ourselves know is not certain." 

Put bluntly, all this talk means that no parent has any right 
to give, or have given, to his child any religious instruction what- 
soever; that the atheist government and not the father has the 
right to educate the child. He shall be taught that there is no 
God. No one has a right to declare to him that there is a God! 

What would the millions of devout parents in the United States 
say should such a Teaching Power as this seize upon the pupils 
in our public schools ? 

" J' en appelle a toutes les meres!" " I call upon you, mothers 
all, to look at this !" Thus did poor Marie Antoinette cry out in 
agony after she had seen her innocent little boy taught to blaspheme 
and to dance the carmagnole by her brutal gaolers in the Con- 
ciergerie. The successors to the Eeign of Terror, the votaries of 
the Deesse de la Raison, are to-day teaching all the children of 
France to blaspheme; to declare complete independence of every 
restraint of mind or conscience; to dance the twentieth-century 
carmagnole! J' en appelle a toules les meres! 

I now come to the second pillar of the State. The soidisant 
French patriot and reformer has been hard at work to overthrow 
it also. I shall begin by describing what harm has been done 
to the French people, as a nation, by the doctrine of " anti- 
militarisme." 

It has produced a state of demoralization which threatens the 
whole army as a body. The " esprit de corps " has given place 
to discontent and a contempt for military service. A recent out- 
rage which was published far and wide is an evidence of this. 
The soldiers in a French regiment had dishonored and trampled 
upon their own flag — the very last ditch of military degradation. 
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Please observe, also, that this demoralization in the French army 
is the work of no less a personage than Monsieur Briand him- 
self. He is the most conspicuous ehampion of revolt against 
military discipline. 

Another great danger to the army has been deliberately in- 
troduced into it by the French authorities. Before 1906 persons 
who are called in French " les condamnes de droit commun " (men 
who have undergone sentence and imprisonment for minor crimes 
and misdemeanors) were sent to Africa to serve there in the bat- 
talions of light infantry. They are now put into regiments in 
France. I quote the " Figaro " of November 17th, 1909 : 

" Since 1906 our army receives each year an addition of from eight 
to ten thousand persons more or less tainted morally; the number this 
year is more than eleven thousand! Among the conscripts of the last 
contingent one finds: robbers, vagabonds, cheats, men condemned for 
assaults, for stabbing or striking blows, and for resisting authority. 

" What a baneful influence must they not exert over their asso- 
ciates! How can one be astonished at seeing to-day so many crimes 
committed in the army when one knows that men are put into it who 
are unworthy to wear the uniform? Not only do such creatures con- 
taminate their associates by their example and their conversation; for 
in the life led in common they cannot fail to produce a deplorable 
effect upon weak and ignorant minds; but they themselves are the 
most redoubtable adversaries of discipline and active agents of desertion. 
In regard of this point of view, let us not forget that last January 
12,338 deserters were registered, and that with each year the number 
increases." 

Such is the condition at present of the French army. It con- 
tains, in France, at the present moment 13,631 soldiers (the nor- 
mal effective force of an army corps in time of peace) who, be- 
fore entering the army, have passed through prison. They are 
disseminated broadcast. The children of respectable parents are 
exposed in each " chambree," in each " peloton" to such vile asso- 
ciates as these. The newspapers are full of protests. I read in 
one of them this comment: " It is not at a time when the 'morale ' 
of our army is threatened by the most pernicious doctrines that 
we can, without peril, allow such elements of corruption to pene- 
trate into our garrisons." 

I pass from the army in France, and its corps of convicted 
criminals, to the law courts themselves, and I find an appalling 
statistic as to those criminals who go scot free because uncaught. 
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I quote (from a recent number of " Oil Bias") an article headed 
" Ejfroyable Statistique," which is as follows : 

" The Minister of Justice has just sent to the President of the Re- 
public the annual report of the courts of law. This document goes 
back to 1906, for it takes the Judiciary Department three years to sub- 
stantiate its statistics. This report is curious reading and anything 
but reassuring as to the public safety. We see, in fact, that three 
hundred and twenty thousand four hundred and seventy-two prosecutions 
for penal offences have been ' classes,' which means abandoned with- 
out result. From among these cases, one hundred and three thousand 
two hundred and thirty three have come to nothing because the crimi- 
nals could not be found. 

"Do you take to heart this fact, reader? It means that a hundred 
thousand rascals at least escape each year from our bloodhounds of 
the law and from the rigors of our Penal Code! One hundred thousand 
assassins, burglars, ' satyrs ' and ' apaches,' counterfeiters, thieves, 
train-robbers, etc., are scattered every year throughout the whole of 
France to the undoing of honest folk, who nevertheless have paid a 
very high price for protection!" 

I read the other day one of the letters signed "Junius" (a 
regular contributor to the "Echo de Paris") which is so inter- 
esting, as an example of the lack of administrative justice in 
France, that I give a translation of it. It is a touching little story 
told simply. 

" I was walking in the neighborhood of a small town and 
came to a farmhouse built on the edge of the road. The farmer's 
wife, whom I have known a long time, was just going in as I 
came by. She carried a very heavy basket heaped with plums. 
They were not very choice plums. They grow on a tree with 
brown leaves, whose inventor, with a laudable ambition for glory 
and for the perpetuation of his name, has called 'Prunus Pis- 
sardi.' ' How is this, Mariette?' I cried, looking into the basket. 
'You have picked both the ripe and the green ones!' Mariette 
put down her load and stood with arms akimbo. ' I should rather 
think I have, sir! Every scrap of fruit we possess, plums or 
pears or apples or chestnuts, is stolen by wayside tramps ! Only 
yesterday five of them were shaking that tree: three young men 
and two girls. I told them to go away. They only abused me 
outrageously. I called my husband ; they threatened him. He 
went to the guard, and the guard said the law would do nothing. 
The law mocks at us who work hard for a living, and it acquits 
all the vagabonds and good-for-nothings.' Please notice that the 
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woman who said all this to me — and thousands of other honest 
country folk would say the same — is a brave and hard-working 
creature who has toiled for thirty years, saved and suffered, in 
order to own a house, a wheat-field and the orchard where that 
plum tree grows. She and her husband represent that element 
of the population which is the most healthy and sound and neces- 
sary of all ; the most worthy to be protected by the laws and by the 
magistrates who apply the laws. 

" Now this woman knows from a hundred instances — and the 
lawbreakers also knew — that authority has grown lax; that the. 
duty of keeping order is forgotten, and that honest people are 
abandoned as a prey to malefactors." 

The Eadieal-Socialist government of France is a political men- 
ace to all civilized nations. Since the " entente cordidle " with 
England, see what leaps and bounds a reckless and irresponsible 
socialism has taken there. The Deesse de la Rtiison is dancing the 
twentieth-century carmagnole in England! Jaures in Prance 
looks on, rubbing his hands with glee and saying in effect: " This 
is our work, but it goes faster in England than we ourselves have 
dared as yet to let it go in France !" 

The " Times " of September 13th, 1909, gives the following 
description of his state of mind : 

" The Socialist leader, M. Jaures, who is devoting two or three columns 
a day in his organ, the ' Humanite",' to a discussion of the political 
evolution of the working-classes in England, interprets in significant 
fashion the causes and effects of the policy of the Government in Eng- 
land. M. Jaures endeavors to explain the circumstances that have en- 
abled the Government to initiate legislation which, in his opinion, ' will 
mark an epoch in the political and social history of England,' and to 
present a Budget which he describes as ' unquestionably the most startling 
which has been submitted to any European Parliament for several gen- 
erations.' M. Jaures ascribes this development in the first place to 
the irresistible pressure of the 'popular movement' in England, and, 
secondly, to the whole-heartedness with which Liberalism as represented 
by the Government has promoted the growth of conditions that it con- 
ceived itself powerless to retard. . . . M. Jaures implies that the Gov- 
ernment has imparted purpose and direction to the agitation of the 
masses, which for their part ' have transformed British public life by 
compelling English Radicalism to absorb Socialist ideas. Never has 
the tide risen so high in that land of caution, circumspection and 
traditions." 

The Socialist propaganda spreads everywhere. The anarchist 
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Ferrer was sent from France (where he had spent ten years) into 
Spain to establish there " neutral " schools exactly like the French 
ones, and to publish a newspaper proclaiming the doctrines of 
French Badical-Socialism. He echoed their cry of "Liberie, 
egalite, et fraternite!" The Barcelona outrages followed. When 
Ferrer was shot, Liberie shrieked in France. Members of the 
French Ministry shouted aloud: "He was our man; we taught 
him ; we sent him to found schools in Spain like our schools. He 
echoed our doctrines — and he has been shot ! He is a martyr !" 

In every other country, too, the bad seed is sown, although the 
harvests in England and in Spain have ripened faster. In Bel- 
gium, too, the evil is spreading. It grows more rapidly in the 
provinces where French is the language spoken. The Flemish- 
speaking Belgians are safer from corrupt influences. 

Germany is threatened here and there, but under a strong rule 
and a devout Christian ruler the German people as a whole still 
worship the Lord and respect the Law. The Christian inhabitants 
(both Catholic and Protestant) of German Alsace and Lorraine 
may thank God to-day that they no longer belong to France ! 

Let this be said to the shame of the men who lead France to- 
day; the men who with their own hands have torn to pieces her 
great traditions and ground under their iron heels her past glories ! 
A German invasion did not and would not accomplish such wanton 
destruction as this, which Frenchmen have themselves wrought 
in France ! 

She is indeed fallen. Nothing can lift her up again to her 
place among the great world powers, except a united effort to 
throw off the bondage of an odious tyranny. Any French patriot 
worthy of the name who denies her decadence is one of the 
blind who will not see. He is an ostrich who thrusts his head 
obstinately into the sand. 

We shall see the salvation of France only on the day when we 
may behold her snatched from degradation and once more upheld 
by the two great pillars — Beligion and Justice. 

Maria Longworth Storer. 



